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Prayerfully Remembering Your Intentions
The love and care of our Heavenly
Father is manifested through the kind
hearts and helpful hands of all who
share in our mission of caring for the
elderly, our older brothers and sisters
in need.
We Little Sisters thank God every
day for the wonderful friends,
volunteers, and supporters like
you. Your generosity positively and
immediately impacts the health and
well-being of our Residents.
Our foundress and inspiration St.
Jeanne Jugan always thanked her
benefactors by praying for them. Like
her, we pray for the kind hearts and
helpful hands, asking God to bless you
for your goodness to us and to those
we serve.
We are humbled and fortunate that
so many of you confide in us your
intentions and petitions and ask us to
pray for you and with you. The simple
handwritten notes included in your
cards and envelopes or accompanying
your support do not go unnoticed.
In our chapel, at the feet of the
statue of St. Jeanne Jugan, sits a plain
basket which holds precious slips of
paper. We offer our prayer requests to
the father and add our quiet voices to
your petitions.
But if you have not expressed a
specific intention to us, you are still
in the hearts of the Little Sisters. For
we dedicate a portion of each day to
prayerfully remember the needs and
burdens of all our friends, volunteers,
and supporters.
“What gratitude we owe our
benefactors,” St. Jeanne Jugan reminds
us. “What could we do for the elderly
without them?”
Indeed, little could we do without
you. Thank you.

Jeanne Jugan watching over your prayers.

“Father of
the poor,
you have
never
refused
the prayer
of the
lowly.”

Continuing the
work of Saint Jeanne Jugan,
our MISSION is to offer the
neediest elderly of every race
and religion a home where
they will be welcomed as
Christ, cared for as family
and accompanied with dignity
until God calls them to himself.

– st. jeanne jugan

St. Mary's Home| 2325 N. Lakewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60614| www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

Little Sisters of the Poor

Perseverance Pays Off
Our senior citizens have lived
through some of the most dramatic
and rapid changes in the history of
the world. They have experienced
remarkable upheaval through decades
marked by turmoil, disorder, and
uncertainty. They have faced some
of the most traumatic challenges
and setbacks, both professional and
personal. And they have persevered.
During this unimaginable pandemic,
our Residents and their resilience have
led the way for us. Now, after months
of following shifting protocols, taking
prudent precautions, and waiting
carefully and expectantly, St. Mary’s
Home is beginning the slow process of
opening up.
Today, our family members,
those familiar faces, can visit in the
Resident’s room or can take their loved
one outside of the Home for some
fresh air, even a picnic in the park.

Although our Residents were able to
see their family and friends via video
calls, these in-person visits mean so
much more.
“I saw the faces of Residents just
light up with the video calls,” says
our Social Services Director, Lisa
Pietrusiewicz., MSW, LSW. But now,
she has witnessed moments that
simply melt the heart. “Residents and
family members are crying tears of
joy when they are able to hug again
for the first time in a long, long
time.” The impact of these in-person
visits is immediate and profound and
unforgettable.
As we are welcoming family
members back, we are also welcoming
back our volunteers, friends who have
eager to lend a hand and to connect
again with Residents. Our families
and volunteers—oh, how we have
missed them!

Pressing
to Please
So much hard work goes into
assuring that St. Mary’s Home
operates efficiently and effectively.
Many hands in more than a handful
of departments are busy ensuring
tasks gets done and our Residents
remain comfortable and happy.
One department in particular
always faces a lot to sort out each
day, but it always just throws in the
towel. And the clothes, blankets,
linens, napkins, tablecloths, and
more!
It’s the laundry, of course,
which typically handles nearly
20,000 pounds of linen and
clothing each month. Items come
from the kitchen, dining rooms,
housekeeping, and maintenance
as well as from Residents and the
Sisters. Even Lincoln, the Home
dog, has his towels cleaned.
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Mindy their fearless leader

Flor, Rachelle, and Nancy

Mindy Rivera supervises the closeknit staff of Flor Coronel, Nancy
Espinoza, and Rachelle Archibald.
Six out of seven days a week,
laundry is being done, with staff
following a basic cycle of operation.
Daily, each shift of CNAs places

Ofelia and daughter Michelle

Linda and her mom Nancy

After what seems to have been a
long hibernation, St. Mary’s Home is
finally waking up and coming more
fully alive. We can feel it.
Perseverance is paying off.
items in bins and sends them to the
basement. The staff sort through
everything and then begin to load
items in one of three gargantuan
washers. After a good wash,
everything is transferred to equally
enormous industrial dryers, then
resorted, ironed, folded or hung
on racks to go back upstairs to be
delivered.
Despite its nethermost location,
the laundry is a bright, homey
space. Above the ambient sounds
of sloshing, whirring washers and
humming, tumbling dryers can
be heard easy banter and hearty
laughter. “When people venture
down here, they are surprised by
the cheerful, bubbly atmosphere,”
Mindy smiles.
And who said doing laundry isn’t
loads of fun?
We are grateful for the tireless job
this department does, pressing to
please our Residents, keeping them
looking sharp and feeling good.
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Celebrating Our New Centenarian
Jane with her husband Norbert in 1948.

The birthday girl!

Recently, one special Resident joined
a select group: The Centenarian Club!
On June 1, Jane Kacen celebrated
her 100th birthday with cake, ice
cream, and music through the decades.
Her daughter Kathy, Residents, staff,
and Sisters gathered in the garden to
honor the “birthday girl.”
The seventh of eight children,
Jane hails from the small central
Pennsylvania community of Renovo,
built by the Philadelphia & Erie
Railroad as its midway point. Esther
Jane Perry eventually made her way
from the Pennsylvanian mountains to
Chicago via New York.
During World War II Jane was
a civilian employee working as a
metal analyst at the Amertorp Naval
Ordnance Plant in Forest Park IL.
After peace was declared in 1945,
Jane attended DePaul University for a
couple of years. In 1947, she married
Norbert Kaczynski. (The surname was
later changed to Kacen.) Raising six
children, Jane and Norbert enjoyed
23 years of marriage until his death in
1970.
Hers was a varied professional career
while she raised the children, including
teleworking as a researcher for the
National Opinion Research Center at
the University of Chicago. Jane never
stopped exploring topics of interest,
including early childhood development
and psychology, eventually earning
an associate degree at Wilbur Wright
College. “My mom was always helping

Family Photo from the 1920’s: Jane is on her father’s lap.

A lively party to celebrate Jane’s birthday outside in the courtyard.

us kids with homework,” says Kathy
Kacen. “She believed in and practiced
lifelong learning.” Her love of learning
no doubt inspired her children, several
of whom went on to earn advanced
degrees.
Faithfully detailing her experiences
through journaling and in scrapbooks,
Jane preserved invaluable family
history and conserved innumerable
personal memories in photographs
spanning decades.
Mentally sharp, blessed with good
health, Jane is 100 years young and
still going strong!
The life of this unforgettable
centenarian—as do the lives of so
many elderly Residents—harkens

Jane and her daughter Kathy.

the words of poet Robert Browning:
“Grow old with me! The best is yet to
be.”
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Serving the elderly poor in Chicago since 1876.

A MESSAGE FOR YOU
With the departure of Mother Julie, and the
expected fall arrival of Mother Margaret Charles,
I am happy to be the guest columnist for this
portion of the newsletter! As summer unfolds for
all of us here at St. Mary’s and Jugan Terrace, we
count our blessings for so many things.
Our yard is beautifully decorated with colorful
flowers so kindly done by a volunteer. There
seems to be, as well, a lighter atmosphere in the
Home with the process of reopening, although
this is with small steps. The residents have more
freedom now to see their families and to visit
with them.
With this, there are many glad hearts and
happy faces. But each day we feel closer to what
one may call a normal life.
In this year, we honor St. Joseph according to
the wishes of Pope Francis in his document Patris
Corde: With a Father’s Heart, we remain deeply
grateful for the way the Lord manifests his love
for the needy elderly through the intercession of
St. Joseph. For all you do to make the lives of our
Residents at St. Mary’s and Jugan Terrace happy
and secure, we are deeply grateful.

Chez Ste. Marie
Wine Tasting
Save The Date

Thursday,
September 9

THANK YOU
for contributing to

God Bless,

Sr. Ann, lsp


Let us pray for you.
Send us your prayer intentions.
Name:
Address:
City/State: 						
Zip:
Email: 						
Phone:
Prayer Intention:
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Our Charitable Giving List is updated regularly
so make sure to check back!

