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Connecting Through Giving
As we near the close of 2020,
all would agree this year has been
unlike any other. It has been a time
of enormous challenges and myriad
uncertainties, frustrations, and
heartaches. Everyone feels exhausted,
sick of the news, fed up with face masks,
tired of physical distancing. Fatigue set
in long ago.
With fatigue crept in feelings of social
isolation, boredom, even gloom. This
year has been especially harsh for the
elderly, who long to be in the presence
of friends and family, hugged by loved
ones, and joined in conversation.
Staying connected has not been easy.
Over the years, as benefactors and
friends, Jane and Jim Collins have
remained attached to our community of
Residents, in memory of Jane’s mother,
Abelina Gonsalves, a kind-hearted and
faith-filled Resident who called Jugan
Terrace her home until her passing
nearly 20 years ago.
In the final months of this
extraordinary year, Jim’s business,
JLCollinsNH.com, leapt at an
opportunity to support a new
initiative—something that would
help promote connectedness, which is
especially welcome during this holiday
season.
Through their generosity, we will
be acquiring exciting, new technology
powered by It’s Never 2 Late (iN2L).
Bringing together user-friendly
hardware and specialized software, iN2L
enables seniors who are not “tech savvy”
to link to the world via the internet in a
way that is engaging and safe.
Featuring an icon-based touchscreen
interface, this technology includes
an easy-to-use webcam. With it our
Residents will be able to see and talk to
family and friends. To be able not only
to hear the voice but also see the face
of a loved one helps to overcome the
physical distance and better cope with

this pandemic.
But this technology can do so much
more than just video chat. That’s why
we’re so excited!
It allows users to navigate their way
with a simple press of a finger to launch
hundreds of digital applications. They
can enjoy an expansive selection of
personalized, specially curated content.
Our Residents, so many of whom have
never used computers, will now be able
to enjoy technology using a system
adapted specifically for seniors.
The intuitive design and customized
content help support lifelong learning,
stimulate memory skills, promote brain
fitness, offer recreation, boost health and
wellness, and reduce feelings of isolation
and depression as well as help improve
hand-eye coordination, mobility, and
strength. And the included driving,
cycling, and flight simulators offer
the kind of fun and excitement of a
Christmas morning!
We welcome JLCollinsNH.com as
corporate sponsor of this initiative and
thank them for this special gift.
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Million Mask Initiative
In mid-October, we received
a joyful surprise from Nomad
Goods, a consumer electronics
and lifestyle products company
based in Santa Barbara,
California. An anonymous
community member nominated
St. Mary’s Home to receive a
donation of surgical masks.
Through its Million Mask
Initiative to help nonprofits
struggling to get critically needed
personal protective equipment
(PPE), Nomad generously
provided 24,000 masks to be used
by staff, Residents, and Sisters.
Nomad was one of the first to
take up arms against COVID-19
and mobilized efforts to assist
those in need as the pandemic
advanced in March. The first
effort included music playlists
and work-from-home tips to
combat the worry, stress, and
loneliness brought about by social
distancing and isolation. Once
the pandemic accelerated and
PPE shortages became apparent,
Nomad stepped up and shifted
production lines over from
clothing and leather goods to
masks.
In their announcement of this
initiative, Nomad founders Noah
Dentzel and Brian Hahn draw a
historical parallel, noting, “The
last time we faced an immediate,
collective threat that required
this level of mobilization to
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fight was during World War II.”
They remind us that “American
factories that previously made
household appliances began
manufacturing ammunition, and
B-52 bombers rolled off of the
Ford assembly lines.” They add,
“Our entire country reprioritized
production so that essential goods
and services could be rapidly
made and distributed.” Prompted
by patriotic duty, Nomad has
committed to donating as many
masks as possible to organizations
in need, even going so far as to
run its operation at cost.
We offer a million thanks to
Nomad Goods for this generous
donation of much-needed PPE
as well as to the kind unnamed
community member who
recommended us to receive this
gift.

The Little
Sisters have
always enjoyed a
close relationship
with the Knights
of Columbus.
This fall we
rejoiced with
them at the
beatification of
their founder,
Father Michael
J. McGivney
(1852-1890),
who established
the lay
organization
of Catholic
men in 1882 to
assist the sick,
disabled, and
needy.
The Mass of
Beatification, which took place on October
31 in the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in
Hartford, Connecticut, celebrated Fr.
McGivney as a driving force for the growth
of Catholicism in America. As Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson notes, “Father
McGivney’s holiness of life and exemplary
service continue to inspire priests across
America and around the world, and his
vision for an active and engaged laity
serves as a witness to the power of spiritual
brotherhood and charity.”
Since the pandemic began we have
received donations from a number of K
of C councils. Most notably, the Lincoln
Park Council of St. Vincent de Paul Parish
raised close to $4,000 to provide new
wheelchairs for our Residents. This fall they
received a well-deserved statewide award in
recognition of this effort.
We are grateful for this generosity
inspired by the vision and example of
Blessed Father McGivney.
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Volunteerism as a Virtue

Throughout the years, the Little
Sisters and DePaul University have
built a wonderful relationship through
our physical proximity as well as our
aligned philosophies. It is the mission
of DePaul University, based on the life,
actions, and teachings of St. Vincent
de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac, to
serve those least served. This coincides
with the vocation of the Little Sisters,
which is to offer the neediest elderly
of every race and religion a home
where they will be welcomed as Christ,
cared for as family, and accompanied
with dignity until God calls them to
himself.
The similarity between our missions
has fostered collaboration on many
fruitful projects, one of which is the
Community-based Service Learning
(CbSL) that is a part of DePaul’s
MS in Nursing program. Each year,
Residents in Jugan Terrace, our
independent-living apartments, benefit
greatly from the care and creativity of
the DePaul students.
Three of these students who
finished up their CbSL this fall,
Tiffany P., Tiffany H., and Candace
B., have gone above and beyond their
program requirement of 112 hours,
contributing measurably to the well-

being of our Jugan Residents. Each of
them, not unlike the Three Wise Men,
offered a special gift.
Tiffany P. brought her love of
cooking, and her culinary class left our
Residents with full bellies and wide
smiles. Candace B. brought a thirst for
learning. Sometimes the most valuable
gift one can give is an attentive ear,
and she thoroughly enjoyed hearing
the Residents’ stories. Our seniors
usually just want someone to teach is
a lesson this grateful student took to
heart. Tiffany P. brought boundless
energy, leading such activities as
spa day, movie night, sit-and-be-fit
classes, and pot luck meals, developing
endearing relationships with delighted
Residents.
All three of these women cheerfully
gave their time to us, and we
appreciate their generosity. “I feel
selfish, really,” says Candace. “I receive
more from volunteering than what
I put into it.” Tiffany P. echoed her,
adding, “It’s extremely important
to enjoy the volunteer work you’re
doing just as much you would your
job, if not more. Passion, not money,
drives you to volunteer.” Tiffany H.’s
main takeaway from her experience:
“Volunteering allowed me to gain a

new perspective on my life, all while
enhancing the lives of others.”

“Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at
all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.
As it is written: ‘They have freely
scattered their gifts to the poor; their
righteousness endures forever.’”
2 Corinthians 9:7-9
What gift might you have to share
with our Residents? You may be
surprised how much giving to others
fulfills you.
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Serving the elderly poor in Chicago since 1876.

mother’s message

Hello everyone,
Christmas is traditionally recognized
as the season of giving, but here at St.
Mary’s Home and Jugan Terrace friends
and neighbors seem to be giving to us
all year long. Saint Jeanne Jugan lived in
the assurance that God is our Father and,
as his children we have a responsibility
towards one another. That is what gave
her the courage to go out begging on
behalf of the poor. The generosity of
our local community, and of people and
groups from afar, leads us to constantly
say with her, “Blessed be God! Thank
you, my God! Glory be to God!”
At the end of this turbulent year
we pray that you are also able to look
back and see God’s many blessings in
the midst of the struggles. May the
celebration of our Savior’s coming into
the world be a reminder for all of us that
he is here with us now, and may we have
the grace to recognize his presence each
day.
Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year!

Mother Julie
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MORE WAYS TO SUPPORT

It’s easy to support us with no extra cost to you.
Here’s how to do it:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com.
2. Sign in to Amazon.
3. In the “Choose Your Charity” option,
enter “Little Sisters of the Poor Chicago Inc.”
4. Begin shopping as usual.
5. Pass the word to your friends and family.

