Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Mary’s Home

Spring 2021

Welcome Spring! Welcome New Residents!
This winter, Chicago was colder
and snowier than average, with
February being the ninth snowiest
on record! For too long, winter
seemed intent on staying put. The
pandemic only added a sense of
prolonged hibernation to the past
few months.
After this winter, St. Mary’s
Home has been anxiously awaiting
spring and warmer weather,
longing for change: the vernal
buds of emerging green, chirping
birds, and a blue-eyed sky.
Jugan Terrace, too, has been
awaiting change, more than ready
to welcome some bright new faces
and hearty spirits.
Adjacent to St. Mary’s Home,
Jugan Terrace is our 50-unit
building that provides attractive
apartments for low-income seniors
who are able to maintain an
independent lifestyle. Vibrant and
active, these Residents never fail to
add joy and energy to our greater
community.
So we are delighted three new
individuals will now call Jugan
Terrace home. With March arrived

Martin S. and Faye L. A veteran
of the Marine Corps, Martin
enjoyed a varied career in real
estate, construction, and property
development. He even served
a while in the Chicago Police
Department.
With family roots in Indonesia,
Faye is a sweet woman of
irrepressible good humor. For
years she worked at Navy Pier,
passing out tickets for the “Kiddie
Train.” It was a job that seemed
designed just for Faye, a playful
soul, always a kid at heart.
Coming before Martin and Faye
was Alexandra L., who hails from
Ukraine. She has settled in quickly
and made quite an impression. In
fact, she has already proving to be
most neighborly. She is a retired
certified nursing assistant, so
perhaps it’s not surprising she loves
helping people. The multilingual
Alexandra is finding great joy in
teaching English to one of our
longtime Residents whose primary
language is Russian.
Welcome Spring! Welcome New
Residents!

Outside Jugan Terrace

Awaiting our new Residents
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Jugan Terrace Living
The sense of community and
camaraderie at Jugan Terrace has
weathered the pandemic marvelously.
Residents have proven again and again
that the spirit of togetherness cannot
be squashed, even at a time when the
world is focused on physical distancing.
With adherence to safety protocols,
our Residents have enjoyed various
activities over these past several months
to keep spirits high and stress down.
During the summer heat of last
August, before the surge of COVID
cases, Residents enjoyed an outdoor
pool party. The Jugan front lawn was
transformed with tropical themed
décor, including inflatable palm trees,
wading pools, and beach umbrellas.
Sporting masks and adhering to social
distancing measures, partygoers lounged
on comfy chairs and sipped refreshing
ice-cold drinks adorned with colorful
paper parasols. It was a wonderful
opportunity to bask in the sunlight.
Understandably though, most
activities had to be held indoors
– always at a distance. The Little
Sisters and apartment manager Angie
Salinas made sure the end-of-year

holidays didn’t go by unacknowledged.
Thanksgiving featured a potluck.
Christmas had its decorations and
gifts. A get-together and raffle helped
ring in the New Year. Then came
2021 with its many occasions to
mark or celebrate: Groundhog Day,
Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day,
Presidents’ Day, Black History Month,
St. Patrick’s Day — not to mention
Vaccination Day!
Jugan Terrace is for independent
living, and our Residents are living.
If the Little Sisters and Angie have
played party hosts, Resident Roz K.

has played party helper. After the
second vaccination, Residents honored
her for her hard work. A former nurse
with the Little Sisters, Roz has been
helping to keep her neighbors safe
during the pandemic. Without a day
off, she has been taking temperatures,
measuring oxygen levels, and
monitoring possible symptoms.
Hopefully, with the completion of
the second round of vaccinations, she
can have a bit of respite. Although,
hardly the retiring type, the sprightly
Roz plans to continue keeping an eye
out for her neighbors.

Vaccination: Start of Good Things to Come
January 15 was an exciting day
for us. We received the first round
of the long-awaited coronavirus
vaccine. To celebrate the day,
we adopted a special theme:
Destination Vaccination! Hawaiian
decorations, plane tickets,
mocktails, leis, island music, and
more created a festive atmosphere,
evoking thoughts of sunshine and
tropical breezes.
The second round came on
February 12, just in time for the
Chinese New Year, which we adopted
as our theme for the day. Residents
enjoyed a delicious Chinese meal
prepared by our kitchen and received
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the traditional red envelopes with
$2 bills. The good luck gift came as
a donation in memory of a Resident
who passed away in early 2020.
For both days, we partnered with

Walgreens, whose pharmacists
administered the shots like
clockwork. Chris Fairman, son a
Resident, and Gaylena Glorioso,
our interim business manager,
ensured the process ran smoothly
at Jugan Terrace. Director of
nursing Bunmi Adekunle and
MDS coordinator Hong Tao were
on hand to monitor Residents for
any adverse reactions. Luckily,
there were none.
That the second dose came on
this day was especially auspicious.
The Lunar New Year signifies an
opportunity to start fresh and share in
the hope of good things to come!
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Leadership Academy
“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.”
This observation by John F. Kennedy is one that Angie Salinas would
wholeheartedly endorse. For nearly a decade, Angie has served as
apartment manager for Jugan Terrace. With utmost professionalism,
she has been working tirelessly to create a welcoming, inclusive
community. Year after year, she has proven herself to be one who has
embraced the mission of the Little Sisters and an extension of the spirit
of St. Jeanne Jugan.
And she has been learning along the way.
Indeed, Angie is committed to lifelong learning. When presented
with the opportunity to gain and enhance skills and learn best practices that could offer new and creative models of service,
she didn’t hesitate. She jumped at the chance to join the LeadingAge Illinois Leadership Academy as a fellow.
LeadingAge Illinois is one of the largest, most respected associations serving seniors in our state. It is among the
nearly 40 state partners of LeadingAge, which represents 6,000 nonprofits nationwide working to expand the world of
possibilities for aging.
The Leadership Academy aims to develop “change agents” who are passionate, empowered, and devoted to continuing
education – transformational leaders who will advocate for older adults while promoting excellence within their
organizations.
Leadership Academy presents an immersion experience that blends leadership theory, applied learning, and personalized
coaching. Fellows participate in rigorous coursework of critical skill development, action learning, and self-reflection. The
cohort of fellows meets four times in intensive interactive sessions over the course of nine months.
Because of COVID, meetings in 2020 were conducted online, presenting many challenges and frustrations. “But it was
worth it,” says Angie. “The lessons and techniques I’ve learned are already helping me be better at my job.”

Helping Hands, Caring Hearts
Limited by the pandemic and then
hindered by the cold, ice, and snow,
Jugan Residents were not able to
venture beyond their apartments.
“But over the past several months,”
says apartment manager Angie
Salinas, “we have been simply
blessed by helping hands and caring
hearts.” The welcome faces of these
volunteers include family members,
of Residents but also and notably
members of the Association Jeanne
Jugan (AJJ). The men and women
of the AJJ share in the spirituality of
the Little Sisters, participating in our
mission of hospitality and helping
to spread the charism of St. Jeanne
Jugan in our community.
AJJ member Mary Hurley,
who also serves on our advisory
council, has been making trips to
the supermarket each week to get
groceries for Residents who wish

to cook for themselves but find
it difficult to go out. In a small
but meaningful way, she has been
contributing to their independence
and sense of autonomy. She has also
made them feel safer. By avoiding
the grocery store, our seniors
have undoubtedly minimized
their potential exposure to the
coronavirus.
Fellow AJJ member Liz Stubitz has
also offered a hand – or in this case,
wheels. A chauffeur in mask, she has
been shuttling Residents to and from
appointments and on errands to the
bank or pharmacy. Making their
mobility possible, Liz has also been
contributing to the independence of
our Residents.
The AJJ initiatives to reach out
to Residents on Valentine’s Day, St.
Patrick’s Day, and Easter touched
so many. A new Resident received a

Liz as our bunny

card and a small box of chocolates.
She quickly wrote a thank you letter
to her benefactor, and now a real
pen-pal relationship has begun. She
remarked, “I have never in my life
received anything so beautiful.” It’s
a perfect example of little things
meaning a lot.
For all our helping hands and
caring hearts, we are most grateful!
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Serving the elderly poor in Chicago since 1876.

mother’s message

WAYS TO GIVE
Recurring Gifts: If you donate online, you can choose to schedule donations to repeat
automatically at a frequency that works best for you.
Matching Gift: To make your donation go even further, check to see if your employer has a
matching gift program.
AmazonSmile: Sign up for AmazonSmile and designate Little Sisters of the Poor of Chicago as your
charity, and a portion of your purchases will be donated to us.
Gifts of Stocks, Bonds, and Other Contact dvchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org for
information on how to make a transfer.
Planned Giving: Consider leaving a legacy of providing for the elderly by choosing Little Sisters of
the Poor of Chicago as a beneficiary of your will or trust.

Hello everyone,
Last year at this time I had
received a new assignment to
take on the responsibility of
leading the Chicago Province.
Of course, the coronavirus
pandemic postponed my
departure. Now the time has
come to move along, and I
would like to thank everyone
connected with St. Mary’s
Home and Jugan Terrace
for all that we have shared
during my time here. We have
journeyed together through an
unforgettable year, and I will
always remember the examples
of courage and generosity I have
seen.
During this Year of St. Joseph
proclaimed by Pope Francis,
let us confide to him the global
situation of uncertainty in which
we live. He who watched over
the needs of Mary and Jesus will
surely watch over all of us.
Be assured of my prayers for
you and, once again, know
how grateful we are for your
friendship to us.
God bless,
Sr. Julie, lsp
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Honorariums or Memorials: Give a donation to honor a special person in your life, to
recognize a significant achievement or anniversary, or to remember a loved one.
For more information, contact
dvchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org

Read more from the Little Sisters of the Poor
The quarterly national publication of the Little Sisters of the Poor, Serenity
magazine features news about the Little Sisters around the world as well as
engaging articles about spirituality, vocations, Church teaching related to aging
and end-of-life issues, and other aging-related topics.
To subscribe, email the Development Office at
dvchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org or call (773) 793-9600, x303.

