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It is amazing that as Little Sisters, we have been caring for the elderly poor in Chicago for 137 
years, yet upon meeting someone new, we frequently hear “I’ve never heard of you before.” Once in 
awhile someone will say that they have heard of us but only in the context of football commentary. 
Usually adding “but I didn’t know you were real.” Because our singular focus is on our Residents, we 
might not pay as much attention to what people know or don’t know about us. But it is important to 
share our story with the community.

Recently we updated our mission statement. While our work hasn’t changed since 1839 when our 
Foundress Jeanne Jugan started our Congregation, the world has. So we want our mission statement 
to reflect “who we are” within the current culture.

Refining Our Message

End of the Year Gift Giving

St. Mary’s Home 
Holiday Wish List

Little Sisters Unveil New Mission Statement

Return portion below with your donation

Dear Sisters,
Please accept my contribution of $______________ to help support your mission to 
provide a loving home for the Residents of St. Mary’s Home.
Sincerely,

Name:__________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State: _____________________ Zip: _____________

Phone: __________________________E-mail:_________________________________ 

All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

If you would like to participate in our “In Honor of the Holidays” Gift Giving 
Program, please visit our website at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org  

and click “donate” or call our Development Office at (773) 935-9600.

Dearest Friends and Benefactors,

Each December as the calendar year 
ends and the liturgical year begins, we are 
offered a unique time for reflection as well 
as anticipation. As we begin Advent and 
prepare for Christmas, we can lose track of 
this special opportunity if we get caught up in 
the hustle and bustle of the “holidays.” 

However, if we stop and reflect, taking 
stock of the many blessings that we receive, 
we can see God’s Providence -- recognizing 
his love for us. He showers us with gifts 
throughout the year. For us, our cherished 
ones are our Residents. The joy each one 
gives us leaves an indelible mark that endears 
them to us. They are the heart of our mission. 
In the past months, we have welcomed 18 
new ones. We are immensely grateful for 
our donors, benefactors, volunteers and 
staff whose generosity, commitment and 
service allow us to provide a loving Home 
where each Resident feels welcomed and 
appreciated. These are the “presents” that 
are more precious to us than any colorfully 
decorated packages found under a Christmas 
tree.

With the help of a generous benefactor, St. 
Nicholas arrived a little earlier than expected 
at St. Mary’s Home. We received a substantial 
grant to pay for new sprinklers. This extensive 
system upgrade will increase our Residents’ 
safety and ensure our compliance with State 
and Federal building fire codes.

We look forward with excitement to the 
coming year. We have a lot of work to do. 
One of our major projects is to upgrade our 
heating and air conditioning system, which 
will cost about $1 million. Our advisory 
board president suggested that we ask you to 
help us with our plan. Enclosed is her letter to 
you with a wonderful way to give a gift that 
can impact the lives of all of our Residents. 

Sincerely in Christ,
Sister Patricia and the Little Sisters

Mother’s 
Message

By Mother Patricia Mary

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

Serving the elderly poor 
in Chicago since 1876.

 … Body Wash, Unscented Lotion

 … 5-8 oz. Paper Cups, Paper Plates, Napkins

 … Bingo Prizes (Perfume, Cologne, Aftershave, etc.)

 … AA & AAA Batteries

 … Ladies Nylon Knee-highs

 … Peanut Butter

 … Variety of Jellies

 … Variety of Crackers

 … Camcorder to capture Residents’ stories

MISSION STATEMENT
Continuing the work of Saint Jeanne Jugan, our mission is to offer the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion a home where they will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as 
family and accompanied with dignity until God calls them to himself.

OUR VALUES
The five values that govern how each Resident of St. Mary’s Home is treated:

• Reverence for the sacredness of life and each person’s uniqueness; 

• Family spirit shared in joyful hospitality; 

• Humble service in helping others; 

• Compassion in accompanying the elderly with dignity until the end; 

• and faithful Stewardship of the material and spiritual blessings 
received from Providence.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

SAVE THE DATE
Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013  at 2 p.m. 
 
Travinia -  
2nd Annual Trivia Night 
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013  
at 6:30 p.m. 
 Register Online 
www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

85th Annual Academy 
Awards Party 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013 
at 4:30 p.m.
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We continued our celebration of the Year 
of Faith by studying the life of St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini a few weeks ago. The 
Residents, Sisters and staff gathered in the 
auditorium to hear Sr. Ann Marguerite tell the 
remarkable story of Mother Cabrini. After her 
presentation, several in the audience recounted 
their personal memories of this inspiring 
woman and her legacy.

Admired for her many distinguishing 
accomplishments, she is best-known in 
Chicago for building Columbus Hospital to 
serve the poor. During the sharing part of the 
assembly, we found out that some Residents 
had been former employees or patients there.

Chicagoans know that Mother Cabrini died 
in the hospital she founded at age 67 on Dec. 
22, 1917 while preparing Christmas candy for 
local children. But what many people might 
not know, is that by this time she had founded 
67 schools, hospitals, orphanages and social 
service institutions in cities throughout the 
United States, Europe and South America. 

Born in Italy, she became the first American 
citizen canonized by the Church. However, 
because she worked and died here, she is 
considered one of Chicago’s “very own.” 
The National Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier 
Cabrini is located 1 ½ miles from St. Mary’s 
Home on the original site of her hospital. It 
reopened after being closed for 12 years on 
Oct. 1, 2012. 

During twenty-eight years of missionary 
life, Mother Cabrini traversed the Atlantic 
Ocean 25 times. Even though she did not 
know how to swim, having nearly drowned 
at a young age, she was also afraid of water. 
Learning about the amazing accomplishments 
of this courageous soul helps us to rediscover 
and renew our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. 
This is what the Year of Faith is all about.

Resident Frances Villa is never too 
hard to find. She is usually participating 
in the many activities happening around 
the Home or she is praying in the Chapel. 
She likes to keep busy so she also makes  
time to volunteer.

“I enjoy assisting the ladies in the 
laundry,” explained Frances, who can be 
found there four days a week for about 
three hours a day. Frances works shoulder 
to shoulder with the staff sorting and 
folding linens, table clothes, and napkins.

Active from a young age, Frances 
has worked her entire life to support her 
family and even though she is 88 years 
of age, she doesn’t see any reason to slow 

down. She says that sitting around all day 
“watching TV is for old people,” which 
she clearly is not.

“She loves volunteering there,” explained 
Marcella, Frances’ daughter. “She loves 
being productive, socializing and speaking 
Spanish, her first language, with the staff. 
The work is rewarding to her because she 
feels that this is her way of giving back for 
everything that the Sisters do for her.”

The staff loves having her there. It’s 
a big operation, washing 5,000 pounds  
of laundry a week. But, the staff and 
Frances have a good time enjoying  
each other’s company.

By Val Adams, medical records secretary

The first thing you notice about Sr. Anne 
Joseph is the twinkle in her eye when she greets 
you. Her handshake is firm and sure; her manner 
is both straightforward and welcoming. As a 
member of St. Mary’s staff who works with Sr. 
Anne on a daily basis, I appreciate her ability 
to blend a caring spirit with a down-to-earth 
practicality. Her style of leading is inclusive: 
she brings you along with her, rather than just 
pointing the way.

When Sr. Anne Joseph joined St. Mary’s as 
Director of Nursing (DON) this summer, she 
brought a perspective of care that encompasses 
Little Sisters’ homes in all four regions of the 
country.

“I’ve been in nursing most of my religious 
life, and I’ve always considered it a tremendous 
privilege. It’s the intimacy of laying hands on 
people in the mission of healing.” Nursing is 
also a perfect fit with her vow of hospitality, as 

A Conversation with Sr. Anne Joseph

Keeping up with Frances

Perspectives on Nursing Care

Volunteer’s Reflection 
Home for the Holidays

By Mary Flammang, volunteer

The Gift Shop at St. Mary’s has been a source of 
pride for me for more than four years. While my 
mother, Shirley Amft, was a Resident, it gave 
us an opportunity to spend time together; 
to price and display items and socialize with 
visitors. I have enjoyed decorating the shop 
seasonally, keeping it stocked with gifts that 
reflected the themes of the Home’s fund 
raising events such as the Golf Outing or Wine 
Tasting. It’s been great fun.

Our family has always felt so much at home 
at St. Mary’s. We’ve even had our traditional 
Christmas Eve party here in 2009 with 
Grandma Shirley hosting all the relatives.

With the help of Sr. Emma and some generous 
staff members, the Gift Shop has once again 
been transformed this Christmas season into 

a warm and welcoming place. Every corner 
holds a twinkling surprise!

My mother passed away this summer, but 
I feel her joyous spirit and desire to bring 
pleasure to others is still present here at St. 
Mary’s Home.

ST. MARY’S HOME

Itinerant Missionary’s 
Home in Chicago
Remembering the life of  
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

Resident Volunteer

Sr. Anne Joseph meeting with her team, Adekunle 
(Bummi) Abosede and Lydia Kluber.

Sr. Anne Joseph welcomes new Resident Effie Porter.

Frances and her friends (l. to R. Angelica Segura, Ana Maria Gonzalez, Frances and Lourdes Romero) 
in the laundry.

Mary and her husband Roger and staff member 
Angelica Segura help to make the season bright.

Please join us for our  
Annual St. Mary’s Open House  

featuring our Residents’ Revue!
Sunday, Jan. 6th from 2 - 4 p.m.

Residents’ Show - 2 p.m.
Followed by Open House.

Stop in for some great entertainment,  
homemade goodies and punch. 

Parking is available in front and attached parking lots.

“both require a welcoming 
spirit and a real giving of 
yourself to others.”

As DON, Sr. Anne “enjoys 
the opportunity to help 
make things run well.” By 
her definition that means 
Residents are the center of attention, staff knows 
they are needed and wanted, families and friends 
feel appreciated and involved. 

“I try to bring joy, and I try to encourage others 
to be happy, truly happy. What we do has to be 
more than a job.” 

Sr. Anne believes the care given to Residents 
is enhanced when the staff works as a team. “I 
am an advocate of education, understanding the 
challenges of caring for the elderly in a changing 
world, and meeting those challenges by sharing 
and expanding our knowledge.”

St. Mary’s has maintained a five-star nursing 
home rating for many years.* What are some of 
the elements and intangibles that go into creating 
an exceptional home? Without hesitation,  
Sr. Anne cites the following:

Treat Residents as individuals.

Get to know each 
Resident as a person 
and plan the care to 
their choices. 

Provide good 
food and a variety of  
engaging activities. 

Let Residents know they are home.

Of course, the setting is integral to providing 
that homey feeling. “Not only is St. Mary’s very 
clean,” Sr. Anne says, guests often remark on the 
extras -- fresh flowers, seasonal decorations and 
comfortably furnished parlors where Residents 
and guests can relax and converse.

“Our objective is always to ensure that every 
Resident can be happy living a safe, healthy life 
with no compromise to their dignity or freedom.” 
 

*The five-star quality rating system for 
nursing homes was created by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services to provide 
consumers with a way to compare homes. 
Five stars indicate the highest quality rating  
for facilities.

“I try to bring joy, and I try 
to encourage others to be 

happy, truly happy. What we 
do has to be more than a job.”



LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

We continued our celebration of the Year 
of Faith by studying the life of St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini a few weeks ago. The 
Residents, Sisters and staff gathered in the 
auditorium to hear Sr. Ann Marguerite tell the 
remarkable story of Mother Cabrini. After her 
presentation, several in the audience recounted 
their personal memories of this inspiring 
woman and her legacy.

Admired for her many distinguishing 
accomplishments, she is best-known in 
Chicago for building Columbus Hospital to 
serve the poor. During the sharing part of the 
assembly, we found out that some Residents 
had been former employees or patients there.

Chicagoans know that Mother Cabrini died 
in the hospital she founded at age 67 on Dec. 
22, 1917 while preparing Christmas candy for 
local children. But what many people might 
not know, is that by this time she had founded 
67 schools, hospitals, orphanages and social 
service institutions in cities throughout the 
United States, Europe and South America. 

Born in Italy, she became the first American 
citizen canonized by the Church. However, 
because she worked and died here, she is 
considered one of Chicago’s “very own.” 
The National Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier 
Cabrini is located 1 ½ miles from St. Mary’s 
Home on the original site of her hospital. It 
reopened after being closed for 12 years on 
Oct. 1, 2012. 

During twenty-eight years of missionary 
life, Mother Cabrini traversed the Atlantic 
Ocean 25 times. Even though she did not 
know how to swim, having nearly drowned 
at a young age, she was also afraid of water. 
Learning about the amazing accomplishments 
of this courageous soul helps us to rediscover 
and renew our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. 
This is what the Year of Faith is all about.

Resident Frances Villa is never too 
hard to find. She is usually participating 
in the many activities happening around 
the Home or she is praying in the Chapel. 
She likes to keep busy so she also makes  
time to volunteer.

“I enjoy assisting the ladies in the 
laundry,” explained Frances, who can be 
found there four days a week for about 
three hours a day. Frances works shoulder 
to shoulder with the staff sorting and 
folding linens, table clothes, and napkins.

Active from a young age, Frances 
has worked her entire life to support her 
family and even though she is 88 years 
of age, she doesn’t see any reason to slow 

down. She says that sitting around all day 
“watching TV is for old people,” which 
she clearly is not.

“She loves volunteering there,” explained 
Marcella, Frances’ daughter. “She loves 
being productive, socializing and speaking 
Spanish, her first language, with the staff. 
The work is rewarding to her because she 
feels that this is her way of giving back for 
everything that the Sisters do for her.”

The staff loves having her there. It’s 
a big operation, washing 5,000 pounds  
of laundry a week. But, the staff and 
Frances have a good time enjoying  
each other’s company.

By Val Adams, medical records secretary

The first thing you notice about Sr. Anne 
Joseph is the twinkle in her eye when she greets 
you. Her handshake is firm and sure; her manner 
is both straightforward and welcoming. As a 
member of St. Mary’s staff who works with Sr. 
Anne on a daily basis, I appreciate her ability 
to blend a caring spirit with a down-to-earth 
practicality. Her style of leading is inclusive: 
she brings you along with her, rather than just 
pointing the way.

When Sr. Anne Joseph joined St. Mary’s as 
Director of Nursing (DON) this summer, she 
brought a perspective of care that encompasses 
Little Sisters’ homes in all four regions of the 
country.

“I’ve been in nursing most of my religious 
life, and I’ve always considered it a tremendous 
privilege. It’s the intimacy of laying hands on 
people in the mission of healing.” Nursing is 
also a perfect fit with her vow of hospitality, as 

A Conversation with Sr. Anne Joseph

Keeping up with Frances

Perspectives on Nursing Care

Volunteer’s Reflection 
Home for the Holidays

By Mary Flammang, volunteer

The Gift Shop at St. Mary’s has been a source of 
pride for me for more than four years. While my 
mother, Shirley Amft, was a Resident, it gave 
us an opportunity to spend time together; 
to price and display items and socialize with 
visitors. I have enjoyed decorating the shop 
seasonally, keeping it stocked with gifts that 
reflected the themes of the Home’s fund 
raising events such as the Golf Outing or Wine 
Tasting. It’s been great fun.

Our family has always felt so much at home 
at St. Mary’s. We’ve even had our traditional 
Christmas Eve party here in 2009 with 
Grandma Shirley hosting all the relatives.

With the help of Sr. Emma and some generous 
staff members, the Gift Shop has once again 
been transformed this Christmas season into 

a warm and welcoming place. Every corner 
holds a twinkling surprise!

My mother passed away this summer, but 
I feel her joyous spirit and desire to bring 
pleasure to others is still present here at St. 
Mary’s Home.

ST. MARY’S HOME

Itinerant Missionary’s 
Home in Chicago
Remembering the life of  
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

Resident Volunteer

Sr. Anne Joseph meeting with her team, Adekunle 
(Bummi) Abosede and Lydia Kluber.

Sr. Anne Joseph welcomes new Resident Effie Porter.

Frances and her friends (l. to R. Angelica Segura, Ana Maria Gonzalez, Frances and Lourdes Romero) 
in the laundry.

Mary and her husband Roger and staff member 
Angelica Segura help to make the season bright.

Please join us for our  
Annual St. Mary’s Open House  

featuring our Residents’ Revue!
Sunday, Jan. 6th from 2 - 4 p.m.

Residents’ Show - 2 p.m.
Followed by Open House.

Stop in for some great entertainment,  
homemade goodies and punch. 

Parking is available in front and attached parking lots.

“both require a welcoming 
spirit and a real giving of 
yourself to others.”

As DON, Sr. Anne “enjoys 
the opportunity to help 
make things run well.” By 
her definition that means 
Residents are the center of attention, staff knows 
they are needed and wanted, families and friends 
feel appreciated and involved. 

“I try to bring joy, and I try to encourage others 
to be happy, truly happy. What we do has to be 
more than a job.” 

Sr. Anne believes the care given to Residents 
is enhanced when the staff works as a team. “I 
am an advocate of education, understanding the 
challenges of caring for the elderly in a changing 
world, and meeting those challenges by sharing 
and expanding our knowledge.”

St. Mary’s has maintained a five-star nursing 
home rating for many years.* What are some of 
the elements and intangibles that go into creating 
an exceptional home? Without hesitation,  
Sr. Anne cites the following:

Treat Residents as individuals.

Get to know each 
Resident as a person 
and plan the care to 
their choices. 

Provide good 
food and a variety of  
engaging activities. 

Let Residents know they are home.

Of course, the setting is integral to providing 
that homey feeling. “Not only is St. Mary’s very 
clean,” Sr. Anne says, guests often remark on the 
extras -- fresh flowers, seasonal decorations and 
comfortably furnished parlors where Residents 
and guests can relax and converse.

“Our objective is always to ensure that every 
Resident can be happy living a safe, healthy life 
with no compromise to their dignity or freedom.” 
 

*The five-star quality rating system for 
nursing homes was created by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services to provide 
consumers with a way to compare homes. 
Five stars indicate the highest quality rating  
for facilities.

“I try to bring joy, and I try 
to encourage others to be 

happy, truly happy. What we 
do has to be more than a job.”



LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POORLITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

ST. MARY’S HOME

Fall, 2012

ST. MARY’S HOME 
2325 N. Lakewood Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60614

It is amazing that as Little Sisters, we have been caring for the elderly poor in Chicago for 137 
years, yet upon meeting someone new, we frequently hear “I’ve never heard of you before.” Once in 
awhile someone will say that they have heard of us but only in the context of football commentary. 
Usually adding “but I didn’t know you were real.” Because our singular focus is on our Residents, we 
might not pay as much attention to what people know or don’t know about us. But it is important to 
share our story with the community.

Recently we updated our mission statement. While our work hasn’t changed since 1839 when our 
Foundress Jeanne Jugan started our Congregation, the world has. So we want our mission statement 
to reflect “who we are” within the current culture.

Refining Our Message

End of the Year Gift Giving

St. Mary’s Home 
Holiday Wish List

Little Sisters Unveil New Mission Statement

Return portion below with your donation

Dear Sisters,
Please accept my contribution of $______________ to help support your mission to 
provide a loving home for the Residents of St. Mary’s Home.
Sincerely,

Name:__________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State: _____________________ Zip: _____________

Phone: __________________________E-mail:_________________________________ 

All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

If you would like to participate in our “In Honor of the Holidays” Gift Giving 
Program, please visit our website at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org  

and click “donate” or call our Development Office at (773) 935-9600.

Dearest Friends and Benefactors,

Each December as the calendar year 
ends and the liturgical year begins, we are 
offered a unique time for reflection as well 
as anticipation. As we begin Advent and 
prepare for Christmas, we can lose track of 
this special opportunity if we get caught up in 
the hustle and bustle of the “holidays.” 

However, if we stop and reflect, taking 
stock of the many blessings that we receive, 
we can see God’s Providence -- recognizing 
his love for us. He showers us with gifts 
throughout the year. For us, our cherished 
ones are our Residents. The joy each one 
gives us leaves an indelible mark that endears 
them to us. They are the heart of our mission. 
In the past months, we have welcomed 18 
new ones. We are immensely grateful for 
our donors, benefactors, volunteers and 
staff whose generosity, commitment and 
service allow us to provide a loving Home 
where each Resident feels welcomed and 
appreciated. These are the “presents” that 
are more precious to us than any colorfully 
decorated packages found under a Christmas 
tree.

With the help of a generous benefactor, St. 
Nicholas arrived a little earlier than expected 
at St. Mary’s Home. We received a substantial 
grant to pay for new sprinklers. This extensive 
system upgrade will increase our Residents’ 
safety and ensure our compliance with State 
and Federal building fire codes.

We look forward with excitement to the 
coming year. We have a lot of work to do. 
One of our major projects is to upgrade our 
heating and air conditioning system, which 
will cost about $1 million. Our advisory 
board president suggested that we ask you to 
help us with our plan. Enclosed is her letter to 
you with a wonderful way to give a gift that 
can impact the lives of all of our Residents. 

Sincerely in Christ,
Sister Patricia and the Little Sisters

Mother’s 
Message

By Mother Patricia Mary

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

Serving the elderly poor 
in Chicago since 1876.

 … Body Wash, Unscented Lotion

 … 5-8 oz. Paper Cups, Paper Plates, Napkins

 … Bingo Prizes (Perfume, Cologne, Aftershave, etc.)

 … AA & AAA Batteries

 … Ladies Nylon Knee-highs

 … Peanut Butter

 … Variety of Jellies

 … Variety of Crackers

 … Camcorder to capture Residents’ stories

MISSION STATEMENT
Continuing the work of Saint Jeanne Jugan, our mission is to offer the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion a home where they will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as 
family and accompanied with dignity until God calls them to himself.

OUR VALUES
The five values that govern how each Resident of St. Mary’s Home is treated:

• Reverence for the sacredness of life and each person’s uniqueness; 

• Family spirit shared in joyful hospitality; 

• Humble service in helping others; 

• Compassion in accompanying the elderly with dignity until the end; 

• and faithful Stewardship of the material and spiritual blessings 
received from Providence.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

SAVE THE DATE
Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013  at 2 p.m. 
 
Travinia -  
2nd Annual Trivia Night 
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013  
at 6:30 p.m. 
 Register Online 
www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

85th Annual Academy 
Awards Party 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013 
at 4:30 p.m.


