
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Mary’s Home Summer 2022

St. Mary's Home| 2325 N. Lakewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60614|  www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

Bridge of Generations
In his monthly prayer intentions 

during July, Pope Francis asked us to 
pray for the elderly, “who represent the 
roots and memory of a people and whose 
experience and wisdom help young 
people to look towards the future with 
hope and responsibility.”

Our Residents and a young bride-
to-be experienced the fruit of this 
cross-generational conversation when 
mother and daughter Kim and Lauren 
McDermott arranged to drop off a 
donation in honor of Lauren’s upcoming 
wedding. With Lauren and her fiancé 
Andrew’s wedding only a week away, we 
were touched that they would take the 
time to think of us.  We wanted to do 
something in return. We invited four 
Residents — all married for over forty 
years — to share their experience and 
wisdom from married life.  

In a very touching way, the Residents 
shared moments of great joy and 
tremendous sorrow, and even offered 
a few words of advice to the receptive 
bride. Leonard and Theresa agreed, “Pray 
together, communicate, and never go 
to bed angry.” Jackie added, “Trust each 
other! Never jump to conclusions.” And 
when asked what the secret of fifty years 
of marriage was, Loretta said with a 
laugh, “My way was always right!” 

Joining the wisdom of age and the 
hopefulness of youth, the afternoon of 
sharing served as a testament to the truth 
of Pope Francis’ words. There was indeed 
a current of happiness found in the cross-
generational sharing.  The Bride’s mother 
told us: “It was our honor to meet and 
talk with the Residents and we are deeply 
thankful for all of the prayers! We were 
so moved by their stories, experiences 
and wisdom! Lauren will carry them with 
her always and she has shared their wise 
advice with Andrew!”
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Thanks to our generous 
benefactors, the summer has been 
filled with outings and activities for 
our Residents, including a trip to the 
stunning Garfield Park Conservatory, 
referred to as “Chicago’s landscape 
art under glass.” This relaxing day 
offered refreshment and enjoyment.

Other special outings included the 
wonderful architectural boat tour! 
This little excursion was made thanks 
to a providential meeting with Sister 
Michael Teresa (our “beggar par 
excellence”), and operations manager 
Stace Wiselogel of Shoreline, who 
graciously offered to treat our 
Residents to a cruise. Thanks to this 
chance meeting, Stace and Shoreline 
Sightseeing made this picture-perfect 
day possible. 

A trip to Navy Pier, complete with 
a ride on the Centennial Wheel, 
offered yet another day of outdoor 
enjoyment. We sincerely thank our 
benefactors for making these events 
possible for our elders.

Staying at home can also be 
enjoyable and relaxing as seen in 
the faces of Rona Dobyne and 
Bob Kustusch, as well as Raymond 
Figueroa and his best friend Stuart!

SUMMER 
ACTIVITIES
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Love and Joy of Service
When Tim Lovejoy was having trouble finding the ideal place 

for his Eagle Scout Service Project, our administrator Melissa 
Wierzgac – Tim’s cousin – suggested St. Mary’s Home as the 
site. 

After touring the grounds, the eagle-eyed scout quickly 
identified a couple of needs. He proposed to repair broken 
downspouts and install two rain barrels. He also proposed to 
install solar-powered flagpole lights so we could illuminate 
“Old Glory” through the darkest night, thickest fog, and those 
inevitable rainstorms.

In short order, Tim repaired downspouts and installed rain 
barrels. His design assured barrel hoses would be accessible to 
all our Residents, including those in wheelchairs. He then made 
quick work of installing the solar battery and lights. To conclude 
the project, Tim, his proud parents, and members from his 
troop joined us in our garden for a flag-raising ceremony on 
June 14, Flag Day. Were his projects not helpful enough, Tim 
presented us with a donation check, money raised through his 
fundraising efforts. This indeed is an inspiring young man!

We Did It!
You did it!
The financial support from so many of you 

helped us reach the goal of $80,000 to replace 
four very old water heaters.

We couldn’t be more grateful to everyone 
who answered our call and donated to fund a 
need. And this was a big need.

Leaking, sometimes malfunctioning, and 
requiring painstaking maintenance and 
continual attention, they were well beyond 
their working life cycle, long overdue for 
replacement.

The newly installed modern, high-efficiency 
water heaters are already working and saving 
St. Mary’s Home money. We estimate we 
will save up to $5,000 in annual gas usage! 
And we will save cash, not to mention time, 
on maintenance. The money saved is now the 
money available to support the care, well-
being, and comfort of our Residents.

We reached our goal and met a significant 
and pressing need. But we couldn’t have done 
it without you, our caring benefactors. On 
behalf of our grateful Residents, we thank you 
for your kind generosity.
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Dear Friends,

Happy Summer! As 
we were preparing this 
newsletter the word 
‘happiness’ seemed to be 
the theme. Many years ago, 
our Mother foundress, St. 
Jeanne Jugan would repeat 
with great enthusiasm to the novices “What happiness 
it is, for us to be Little Sisters of the Poor!” She would 
also say “Making the elderly happy, that’s what counts!”

It is this happiness that attracted me to the Little 
Sisters many years ago. As you can see from our cover 
story, our Residents, too have learned how to find 
happiness, and they freely share their life experiences.

The Knights of Columbus recently shared with us 
their traveling “Eucharistic Miracles” exposition. Our 
auditorium was transformed as they set up row upon 
row of Posters with beautiful accounts of miracles 
attributed to the Eucharist. As I watched the Residents 
frequent this exhibit and slowly and meditatively move 
from poster to poster I remembered a homily I recently 
heard from a bishop who is originally from Ireland. 
He visited one of our Homes and was visibly touched 
by the faith of the Residents. He shared that his first 
realization of a personal relationship with Jesus and of 
the power of the Eucharist came through an elderly 
woman when he was a young boy in County Cork. 
His parish was having a special Eucharistic procession 
through the town. Everyone was there. On the street he 
saw a very elderly woman wrapped against the cold in a 
black wool shawl that was commonly worn by the poor. 
She knelt in the street as the procession passed by and 
said aloud, “Oh my Beloved Jesus, where would I be if 
you were not always with me?” 

I say the same thing as I marvel at the grace our 
Eucharistic Lord offers to each of us. I don’t know 
where I would be, but I do know that I am very grateful 
to be here, to be a Little Sister of the Poor.  And I’m 
grateful to be able to share the beauty of our vocation 
and our life with the elderly in need with you.

Thank you for all that you do for us. Please know that 
our grateful prayers are always with you.

Gratefully, 
Mother Margaret Charles, lsp

mother’s message

Thursday, September 22
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

St. Mary’s Home
2325 N. Lakewood Ave. Chicago. IL

Hosted By The House Of Glunz

Support The Little Sisters While Savoring Exquisite Wines From The Major 
Regions Of France And Fabulous Cuisine.

Make Your Reservation Online Today!

$60 In Advance 
Or $75 at the door

Call 773-935-9600 or 
Register Online at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

Sisters, I want to support your wine tasting fundraiser! 

Name: 
Company:  
Address:  
State:
Zip:
Email:
Phone: 

I cannot attend, but I would like to support your effort with a donation of $_______

Donations can also be made online at www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org




