
Little Sisters of the Poor
St. Mary’s Home Spring 2022

St. Mary's Home| 2325 N. Lakewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60614|  www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org

❝

Goodness and Love All Around
As the horrific, heartbreaking images 

of destruction and displacement 
unfolded before our eyes, prayers and 
collections of various kinds began. 
Joining the efforts of those around 
the world, Residents, Sisters and 
staff rallied in solidarity to support 
our brothers and sisters in war-torn 
Ukraine, focusing particularly on 
the needs of women and children. 
Our community moved quickly and 
creatively to find ways our Home 
could assist not only spiritually but 
materially and monetarily.

Residents of Jugan Terrace gathered 
faithfully to offer prayers of peace 
and protection, entrusting the 
Ukrainian people to the care of Our 
Blessed Mother. At St. Mary’s Home, 
Residents, Sisters, and staff have paused 
in the day to pray for the end of war.

Many modest donations began 
adding up quickly, as staff organized a 
bake sale and fish fry to raise funds for 
those in need. A collection box stands 
in front of the reception desk, and 
Residents and staff continue to drop 
coins and dollar bills as they pass by. 
One of our nurse’s daughters created 

buttons featuring the American and 
Ukrainian flags, blazoned with “Pray 
for Ukraine.”  These were sold both to 

encourage greater fervor in prayer and 
to augment the funds being raised.

Admittedly these are small actions 
compared with the immense tragedy. 
But the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta 
offer reassurance and inspiration: “Not 
all of us can do great things, but we 
can do small things with great love.” 
At present, we can see the many small 
acts of kindness and love being carried 
out by families in homes throughout 
the world, in homes like ours: the 
unheralded doing good, making a 
difference for others.

But as Pope Francis reminds us, 
“Goodness, together with love, 
justice, and solidarity, are not achieved 
once and for all.” Instead, it is the 
daily doing—the engagement and 
perseverance—that sustains and 
enhances us and those around us.

Goodness and love are all around 
our Home. One can readily sense the 
welcoming, gracious, and uplifting 
spirit embodying and animating 
our family. Goodness and love are 
all around our Home in work and 
assistance by our volunteers and 
benefactors.

Fr. Bill blesses donations bound for Ukrainian refugees. Jugan Resident Alexandra Losowy 
prays for Ukraine, her homeland.

Estuardo helps load supplies.

Not all of us can do 
great things, but we 
can do small things 
with great love.”
– st. teresa of calcutta
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Born and raised in New York 
City, member of the Franciscan 
Brothers of Brooklyn for twenty 
years, priest of the diocese of 
Jackson, Mississippi, missionary 
priest in Mexico for three years, 
and retired priest in Joliet, 
Fr. Bill Cullen now comes to 
St. Mary’s Home as our new 
chaplain. This amiable soul 
brings a wealth of knowledge, 
experience, and love for the 
Lord!

Upon his retirement in 2009, 
with the approval from his 
bishop in Jackson, Father moved 
to be near his best friend, a 
priest in the Joliet diocese. Since 
then, he spent much of his time 
assisting various parishes, yet in 
this past year, he felt a calling for 
more. He asked the Lord: “Is this 
what I am going to do for the 
rest of my life? There must be 
something more.”

After speaking with his friend, 
Fr. Damian Graziano, a priest at 
St. Joseph’s Home in Palatine, Fr. 
Bill heard St. Mary’s Home was 
in need of a priest. This was it!

About four months ago, 
Fr. Bill moved into Jugan 
Terrace and assumed the role 
of ministering to the Residents, 
Sisters, and staff. When asked 
about his time here thus far, 
he remarked, “In all the places 
I have lived, the Lord has 
blessed me with a welcoming 
community, and St. Mary’s 
is no different! The Sisters, 
Residents, and staff are friendly 
and warmhearted, and everyone 
is very hardworking!” Fr. Bill 
shared his desire to minister by 
being a joyful presence to all he 
encounters. How beautifully he 
has done just that!

Welcome to our St. Mary’s 
family, Fr. Bill!

St. Joseph’s Day
March, the month of St. Joseph, 

has always held a special place 
in the hearts of the Little Sisters. 
Our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, 
had a deep love and devotion 
to St. Joseph, and she instilled 
the same devotion in her Sisters. 
The spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary has protected and taken 
care of the Little Sisters and their 
Residents from the beginning of 
the Congregation.

On March 19, the Solemnity 
of St. Joseph, our devoted Jeanne 
Jugan Associates (AJJ) displayed 
their countless hours of baking 
and creative preparations through 
beautiful and bountiful St. Joseph’s 
Tables. This longtime tradition has 
blessed our Residents for years. 
This year’s tables were coordinated 

by our dear friend and faithful AJJ 
member, Liz Stubits. Her team 
consisted of Josephine Mendoza, 
Helen Miner, Joyce Steffel, and Pat 
Landini.

In both dining rooms, Residents 
rejoiced at the tables of decadent 
desserts, savory pastries, fresh fruit 
and artisan breads shaped into 
crosses, crowns, and shepherd’s 
staffs. St. Joseph books and prayer 
cards filled the tables, and of 
course, at the head of each table 
were statues of St. Joseph and the 
Holy Bible.

We are filled with gratitude for 
the AJJ and their time and effort 
spent for our Residents to so 
beautifully honor and celebrate St. 
Joseph’s Day!

St. Joseph, pray for us! 

Welcome Fr. Bill!
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The Color of the Day
On Monday, March 14, a bright, beautiful morn, laughter 

and excitement filled the air as Residents, Sisters, and staff 
gathered outside St. Mary’s Home, many sporting their finest St. 
Patrick’s Day attire.

The weekend parade was long over, but this dapper crew 
yearned to see the famous Chicago River dyed the color of their 
festive hats, bangles, beads, and other expressive accessories.

As the vans and cars unloaded their excited passengers, one 
after another expressed surprise at the continued brightness of 
the green hue days after its application. Thanks to the easy-to-
use elevator, all were welcomed down to the not-to-be-missed 
River Walk with its close-up view of the still emerald waterway.

Whether walking or wheeling, the merry band enjoyed a 
delightful amble as well as the sunshine and the sixty-degree 
weather. After a bit of relaxing and an ample amount of people-
watching, the group reconvened and bid the river farewell.

There was time, however, for one last stop before heading 
home: the “Golden Arches.” Our satisfied sightseers were treated 
to McDonald’s hamburgers, fries, and legendary “Shamrock 
Shakes.” It was like being a kid again!

Let’s Have a Party
Friday, March 11 was quite the special day for one special 

person. Our beloved Resident, Nancy Hommes, celebrated 
her 80th birthday!

Family members, Residents, Sisters, and staff gathered 
midafternoon, sporting cheetah face masks to honor the 
birthday girl’s favorite pattern. Nancy was radiant with joy, 
surrounded by dozens of very vocal and demonstrative well-
wishers. Her daughter Linda Ealy, a familiar face around St. 
Mary’s Home, served as hostess for the party. Linda’s husband 
Tom played DJ. This party was really two parties. Sharing the 
date with her mother, Linda also celebrated her own birthday.

As if the gathering of so many loved ones and friends was 
not enough, shortly into the party, a surprise guest emerged 
from behind the curtains in our auditorium. The crowd 
erupted as the King of Rock and Roll appeared in his iconic 
jumpsuit and struck a pose. Elvis Presley was in the house! He 
then broke into song, hip-swiveled, and danced his way over 
to the beaming Nancy. Sure to include everyone, the ever-
personable performer rocked and wriggled his way through 
the crowd, prompting roars of laughter and whoops of cheers. 
The party was in full swing, so one could excuse the guests for 
being all shook up!

“I want to thank you all for taking such good care of my 
mom,” said Linda, a tireless volunteer and an active member 
of our lay advisory board. “It’s an honor to have our family 
be a part of this family at St. Mary’s Home.” She added, 
“Coming to the Little Sisters always helps me focus on all the 
good in the world.” Happy Birthday, Nancy!

Mother Margaret 
and Nancy.

Elvis is in the building!
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Dear Friends,

I’ve recently arrived at 
St Mary’s and was warmly 
welcomed to this lovely home; 
I could feel that Chicago-style 
hospitality immediately. It’s 
even better than the pizza!

Around the Home I see 
Residents helping each other 
and staff easily moving from 
department to department 
when there is a need. I’ve even 
witnessed the Home’s engineer 
dress up and impersonate Elvis 
to sing to a very frail Resident 
on her birthday. Her smile 
made it so worthwhile.

As we slowly and cautiously 
emerge from “Covid mode,” 
I look forward to seeing more 
visitors in our Home, and 
more events where we can get 
to know each other.

Every day, many times a day, 
the Sisters gather in prayer, 
and we always remember our 
benefactors. Thank you for all 
that you do for us. May the 
Lord bless you abundantly.

Gratefully,
Mother Margaret Charles, lsp

mother’s message

Periodically, we have special needs that fall outside our regular budget. 
These may be items, supplies, or services that help maintain quality care and 
enhance the comfort and well-being of our Residents. 
Today, our urgent need is to replace four failing water heaters. 
Please go to www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org. And thank you!

FUND-A-NEED

Each week, for ten straight weeks, 
the Little Sisters of the Poor will be 
drawing the names of winners for our 
first annual Sweet Sweepstakes. Nine 
$500 weekly prizes and in week ten, 
one $5,000 Grand Prize!

Talk about SWEET!
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY to 

enter or win the drawing. But we do 
depend on your support. Suggested 
donation is $25 for one ticket and 
$100 for four tickets.

Your single entry will remain in all 
ten drawings, which gives you TEN 
OPPORTUNITIES TO WIN! To 
be fair to everyone, you can win only 
once during first nine weeks. But 
everyone is eligible to win the final 
Grand Prize in week ten. (We told 
you it’s sweet.)

TO ENTER: Just fill in your name 
and contact information on the 
tickets and mail them to Little Sisters 
of the Poor, 2325 N. Lakewood Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60614.

Winners need not be present to win 
and are responsible for all taxes. A 
donation does not increase your odds 
of winning. Odds of winning vary 
every week depending on the number 
of eligible entries received.

The Sweet Sweepstakes will have 
a huge impact at St. Mary’s Home, 
helping us provide our Residents 
with the care and comfort they need. 
Please consider giving generously, and 
thank you for your support.

Ten drawings. Ten winning 
tickets. Now that’s really SWEET 
SWEEPSTAKES!

It’s here!  
SWEET SWEEPSTAKES


