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Christmas Memories, Treasured Moments
This Advent season, we await Jesus’s coming as a child in the manger.

Blessings and joy, family and friends, 
traditions, celebrations, reflections — 
Christmas is a season wondrous and 
overflowing.

As we continue to prepare for this 
time of peace and goodwill, I recently 
spoke to a few of our Residents, asking 
them to share some memories.

“Midnight Mass was very important,” 
says Dennis Gardner. “After Mass, 
my family would always come home 
and sit around the Christmas tree to 
sing carols.”  As the oldest child, he 
helped his mother decorate the tree. 
He recounts one occasion in particular, 
when he gave his mother perfume as a 
present. “You would think I had given 
her a million dollars!” Dennis says, with 
a twinkle in his eye, adding:  “She had 
a beautiful smile—I knew she loved my 
present.”

Attendance at Midnight Mass by 
her entire family was a must for Liz 
Funchion, who grew up in the Irish 
countryside. Each Christmas, her family 
would walk to church–a five mile 
journey!  But no one complained. “After 
Mass,” she remembers, “our mother 
would always have some warm milk and 
cookies for us before bedtime.”  Her 
thoughts quickly turn to the decorations 
she saw as a girl. “In the country, we 
did not have what you have now,” says 
Liz. “All the houses would have candles 
in the windowsills with a bit of holly. 
There were no electric streetlights, 
of course.”  She reminds me that, in 
Ireland, the Christmas trees were holly 
trees and the red berries, the only 
ornaments. “Not like here in America,” 
she grins. “But we were very happy.”

MaryAnn Hynes remembers her 

family decorating the tree together and 
then attending Mass. Afterward, they 
would come home and sing Christmas 
carols together. “Every year we would 
get up very early,” says MaryAnn, “and 
check to see if Santa brought us gifts!”

As I listened, I recalled memories 
of my own, growing up in the South 
Pacific, where Christmas comes in 
summer. Year after year, my family 
would go to Midnight Mass and return 
home to celebrate with Christmas 
pudding. Instead of handing out 
individual gifts, my parents would 
routinely get a gift for the whole family. 
One year, we shared a set for volleyball; 
another year, a set for cricket—bats, 
balls, and wickets. Looking back, I 
now see the wisdom and love in giving 
something that everyone in the family 
could enjoy together.

By Sr. Maria Francis
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A Legacy That Lives On
Perhaps it is no 

surprise that Barbara 
Falk majored in biology 
as an undergraduate—
no surprise because she 
was so curious about life 
and living organisms, so 
full of life herself, and 
so concerned about the 
lives of others, as teacher, 
counselor, psychologist, and 
philanthropist.

Barbara Marie Falk grew 
up in south Chicago, in a loving Catholic family. After 
college, she taught biology and also served as a counselor 
at Eisenhower High School in suburban Blue Island. She 
soon earned her M.Ed. and then Ph.D. in Counseling 
Psychology in 1972.

By 1973, Dr. Falk had moved to Missouri to become 
the supervising psychologist at the Juvenile Court in 
Chesterfield, a suburb of St. Louis. From 1977 until 
1980, she divided her time between the Juvenile Court 
and private practice, and from 1980 until her retirement 
in 2003, she served as a full-time therapist, helping 

others cope with life issues.
Following her retirement, she established the Walter, 

Marie and Barbara Falk Family Foundation Charitable 
Trust, funding scholarships, supporting medical and 
health services organizations, and enabling nonprofits 
benefiting the elderly here and abroad.

Barbara generously assisted the Little Sisters of the 
Poor in St. Louis, but with the announcement of the 
closing of that residence, she reached out to St. Mary’s 
Home in 2017 to offer her support and “to return to my 
family’s roots in Chicago,” as she wrote in the letter that 
accompanied her donation.

In that letter, she also shared the final words of her 
father, who died in 1993:  “Be good to the poor people. Be 
good to the old people.”

These words of humble counsel inspired much of the 
philanthropy of this accomplished woman known for her 
charming smile, keen wit, and magnetic personality, who 
sadly and so suddenly passed away last year, only 23 days 
after being diagnosed with advanced pancreatic cancer.

In a most gracious act, Barbara bequeathed to the Little 
Sisters an ample portion of her estate. Her legacy now 
lives on, a continuing spirit of caring. We are grateful for 
and humbled by her breathtaking generosity.

Barbara M. Falk, Ph.D

Faith and Service
It was an utter surprise to 

Joe Spreitzer, this award. The 
Knights of Columbus, the world’s 
largest Catholic fraternal service 
organization, recently bestowed 
upon him a special certificate in 
recognition of his 55 consecutive 
years of active participation. 
Included was an honorary life 
membership. “Now I don’t have to 
pay,” he chuckles.

Over the years, he has taken part 
in innumerable activities with the 
Knights, lending a hand to those in 
need. The Knights have given Joe a 
way to put his faith into action.

Essential to Joe has always been 
his Catholic faith, which informs 
his desire to serve. The oldest of six 
children, he was born and raised 

in Chicago and attended school 
at St. Michael’s in the Old Town 
neighborhood. The former altar 
boy is eager to demonstrate he can 
still recite the Mass prayers and 
responses in Latin. “Et cum spiritu 
tuo,” he intones.

“I originally wanted to be a 
priest,” Joe says, “but that didn’t 
work out.” He winks and then 
rattles off a number of his many 
occupations over the years, 
including his long career with 
Pinkerton Security. For many years, 
he served as the night sergeant at 
Mt. Sinai Hospital on the West 
Side. A garrulous raconteur, Joe 
recounts a few exciting stories, 
including incidents of derring-do.

One suspects the call to serve 

prompted Joe to run for president of 
the Resident Council at St. Mary’s, 
which has been his home for over 
a half dozen years. Having won the 
runoff election, he reckons his “Vote 
for Joe” candies—an idea from his 
sister Kathy—may have tilted the 
outcome. The savvy politician grins.

Resident Joe Spreitzer with his award 
from the Knights of Columbus.
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October offered a calendar full of 
activities, including our celebration of the 
10th anniversary of the canonization of St. 
Jeanne Jugan, as well as her birthday.

As Residents entered our auditorium for 
the birthday party, each was given a ticket 
for a drawing. The lucky winners among the 
ladies won adornments such as necklaces, 
bracelets, or scarves; and among the men, 
baskets of toiletries and tasty goodies.

Although only a handful of Residents were 
winners of the drawing, no one went away 
empty-handed. Jeanne Jugan Associates 
volunteer to help make ours a cheerful and 
dynamic Home, and for our festivities on 
this day, they really outdid themselves!

For this occasion, they crafted an 
extraordinary Christmas tree, one decorated 
with one-of-a-kind items:  simple but 
striking ornaments featuring the logo of the 
Little Sisters on one side and a saying of 
St. Jeanne Jugan on the other. Each with a 
different saying, each a unique keepsake—
these ornaments serve to remind us of the 
gentle wisdom of our Mother Foundress and 
help celebrate the birth of our Savior, a most 
precious gift.

Precious Gifts

St. Jeanne Jugan Christmas ornament tree

Resident John “Mickey” Davis enjoys a treat. Resident Simon Peacock holds up a winning 
raffle ticket.

Resident Ofelia Gonzalez shares a moment with 
AJJ member Liz Stubits.
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Dear Friends,

The end of each year offers us the 
opportunity to look back and give 
thanks to God. We thank him for the 
joys and successes. We also thank him 
for the sorrows and struggles, for these 
push us to recognize more clearly our 
dependence on him.

Your friendship and support are 
certainly among the joys we celebrate. 
180 years ago St. Jeanne Jugan gave 
up her own bed for Anne Chauvin. 
The task of providing a home for Anne 
and those who would follow her was 
never Jeanne’s alone, for beginning 
with the ladies with whom she shared 
her apartment, she always relied on the 
help of others, just as we do today.

As we cross the threshold of a new 
year, we want to assure you of our 
commitment to continue serving the 
elderly in the spirit of Jeanne Jugan. 
May her example of humble service, 
which reflects so well the humility of 
Jesus taking on our human condition, 
continue to inspire others in Chicago 
and around the world.

God bless you.

Mother Julie

mother’s message

It’s easy to support us with no extra cost to you. 
Here’s how to do it:

1. Visit smile.amazon.com.
2. Sign in to Amazon.
3. In the “Choose Your Charity” option, 
 enter “Little Sisters of the Poor Chicago Inc.”
4. Begin shopping as usual.
5. Pass the word to your friends and family.

WAYS TO GIVE
Recurring Gifts: If you donate online, you can choose to 
schedule donations to repeat automatically at a frequency that 
works best for you.
Matching Gift: To make your donation go even further, check to 
see if your employer has a matching gift program.
AmazonSmile: Sign up for AmazonSmile and designate Little 
Sisters of the Poor of Chicago as your charity, and a portion of your 
purchases will be donated to us.
Gifts of Stocks, Bonds, and Other Contact dvchicago@
littlesistersofthepoor.org for information on how to make a transfer.
Planned Giving: Consider leaving a legacy of providing for 
the elderly by choosing Little Sisters of the Poor of Chicago as a 
beneficiary of your will or trust. 
Honorariums or Memorials: Give a donation to honor a 
special person in your life, to recognize a significant achievement or 
anniversary, or to remember a loved one.

For more information, contact 
dvchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

More ways to support


